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BIG TEN. BIG NEWS.
• Ten Big Ten schools were chosen for postseason bowl games this year, including four teams (Michigan, 
Ohio State, Penn State, Wisconsin) that earned berths in one of the six College Football Playoff bowls.

• Ohio State was selected to compete in the College Football Playoff Semifinal at the PlayStation Fiesta 
Bowl in Glendale, Ariz., on Dec. 31. The Buckeyes were ranked No. 3 by the College Football Playoff selec-
tion committee and will take on second-ranked Clemson. The winner of that semifinal will advance to the 
College Football Playoff National Championship against either No. 1 Alabama or No. 4 Washington on Jan. 
9 at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa, Fla.

• Big Ten Champion Penn State will participate in the Rose Bowl Game Presented by Northwestern Mu-
tual, while Michigan will play in the Capital One Orange Bowl and Wisconsin will compete in the Goodyear 
Cotton Bowl Classic, joining the Buckeyes as the Big Ten representatives in this year's College Football 
Playoff bowls. The Nittany Lions were ranked No. 5 by the College Football Playoff selection committee 
and will play No. 9 USC on Jan. 2 in Pasadena, Calif. The Wolverines were No. 6 and meet No. 11 Florida 
State on Dec. 30 in Miami Gardens, Fla. The Badgers were No. 8 and face No. 15 Western Michigan on Jan. 
2 in Arlington, Texas.

• Penn State was crowned Big Ten Champion after its 38-31 win over Wisconsin in the Big Ten Champion-
ship Game on Dec. 3 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. It was the Nittany Lions' fourth Big Ten title and 
first since 2008.

• Michigan (10-2), Ohio State (11-1), Penn State (11-2) and Wisconsin (10-3) all have recorded at least 10 
wins this season, the fifth time in conference history and second straight year that the Big Ten had four 
schools reach the 10-win mark prior to the postseason. A win by Nebraska (9-3) in the Franklin American 
Mortgage Music City Bowl would represent just the second time in Big Ten history the conference has had 
five 10-win programs in a single season, following last year's six 10-win teams.

• The Big Ten continues to feature the largest and most diverse postseason lineup in conference history, 
with six schools making their first appearance in their assigned bowl. Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Northwestern and Wisconsin will all make their first trip to their destinations. Ohio State will 
return to the Fiesta Bowl for the second straight year, while Iowa plays in the Outback Bowl for the first 
time since the 2013 season. Penn State will compete in the Rose Bowl Game for the first time since the 
2008 campaign and Michigan will take part in the Orange Bowl for the first time since the 1999 season.

• Big Ten schools will once again take on one of the nation’s toughest bowl lineups this postseason, facing 
eight teams that appear among the top 25 of the final College Football Playoff rankings, including four of 
the top 15. Third-ranked Ohio State squares off against second-ranked and ACC Champion Clemson in the 
Fiesta Bowl, fifth-ranked Penn State takes on ninth-ranked USC in the Rose Bowl Game and No. 6 Michigan 
faces No. 11 Florida State in the Orange Bowl. No. 8 Wisconsin will play 15th-ranked and MAC Champion 
Western Michigan in the Cotton Bowl, Iowa will take on No. 17 Florida in the Outback Bowl, Indiana meets 
No. 19 Utah in the Foster Farms Bowl, Nebraska matches up with No. 21 Tennessee in the Music City Bowl 
and Northwestern is preparing to square off with No. 23 Pitt in the Pinstripe Bowl.

2016 CONFERENCE & OVERALL STANDINGS
EAST DIVISION

WEST DIVISION

  Conference Games All Games
  W-L PCT H A Div. Strk W-L PCT H A N Strk
1. Penn State*+ 8-1 .889 5-0 3-1 5-1 W8 11-2 .846 7-0 3-2 1-0 W9
 Ohio State+ 8-1 .889 5-0 3-1 5-1 W5 11-1 .917 7-0 4-1 0-0 W5
3. Michigan 7-2 .778 5-0 2-2 5-1 L1 10-2 .833 8-0 2-2 0-0 L1
4. Indiana 4-5 .444 3-2 1-3 3-3 W1 6-6 .500 4-3 2-3 0-0 W1
5. Maryland  3-6 .333 3-2 0-4 2-4 W1 6-6 .500 4-2 2-4 0-0 W1
6. Michigan State 1-8 .111 1-4 0-4 1-5 L2 3-9 .250 2-5 1-4 0-0 L2
7. Rutgers 0-9 .000 0-5 0-4 0-6 L14 2-10 .167 2-5 0-5 0-0 L9

  Conference Games All Games
  W-L PCT H A Div. Strk W-L PCT H A N Strk
1. Wisconsin+ 7-2 .778 3-1 4-1 6-0 W6 10-3 .769 5-1 4-1 1-1 L1 
2. Iowa 6-3 .667 2-2 4-1 4-2 W3 8-4 .667 4-3 4-1 0-0 W3
 Nebraska 6-3 .667 4-0 2-3 4-2 L1 9-3 .750 7-0 2-3 0-0 L1
4. Minnesota 5-4 .556 3-1 2-3 3-3 L1 8-4 .667 6-1 2-3 0-0 L1
 Northwestern 5-4 .556 2-2 3-2 3-3 W1 6-6 .500 3-4 3-2 0-0 W1
6. Illinois 2-7 .222 1-3 1-4 0-6 L3 3-9 .250 2-5 1-4 0-0 L3
7. Purdue 1-8 .111 0-4 1-4 1-5 L7 3-9 .250 2-5 1-4 0-0 L7

* - Big Ten Champion + - Division Champion Postseason participants in bold

BIG LIFE. BIG STAGE. BIG TEN.
The Big Ten will administer over $200 million in direct financial support to more than 9,500 students competing in  

intercollegiate athletics for more than 11,000 participation opportunities on 350 teams in 42 different sports. 

BIG TEN BOWL SCHEDULE
December 26, 2016
QUICK LANE BOWL
MARYLAND vs.
Boston College
2:30 p.m. ET - ESPN

December 27, 2016
NATIONAL FUNDING HOLIDAY BOWL
MINNESOTA vs.
Washington State
7 p.m. ET - ESPN

December 28, 2016
NEW ERA PINSTRIPE BOWL
NORTHWESTERN vs.
#23 Pitt
2 p.m. ET - ESPN

FOSTER FARMS BOWL
INDIANA vs.
#19 Utah
8:30 p.m. ET - FOX

December 30, 2016
CAPITAL ONE ORANGE BOWL
#6 MICHIGAN vs.
#11 Florida State
1 p.m. ET - ESPN

FRANKLIN AMERICAN MORTGAGE 
MUSIC CITY BOWL
NEBRASKA vs.
#21 Tennessee
3:30 p.m. ET - ESPN

December 31, 2016
PLAYSTATION FIESTA BOWL
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
SEMIFINAL
#3 OHIO STATE vs.
#2 Clemson
7 p.m. ET - ESPN

January 2, 2017
GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC
#8 WISCONSIN vs.
#15 Western Michigan
1 p.m. ET - ESPN

OUTBACK BOWL
IOWA vs.
#17 Florida
1 p.m. ET - ABC

ROSE BOWL GAME PRESENTED BY 
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL
#5 PENN STATE vs.
#9 USC
5:10 p.m. ET - ESPN

January 9, 2017
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
#3 OHIO STATE or #2 Clemson vs.
#1 Alabama or #4 Washington
8 p.m. ET - ESPN

Ranking: College Football Playoff




